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The Northeastern Indiana Amateur Radio Association has been in
existence since 1939. Club members gather for a 1940 dinner at the
Fee Restaurant in Waterloo. Seated, from the left, are George Sucher,
Orris Wise, Robert Tripcony, John Huntoon, Pete Sherman, Bob Fuller,
King Oberlin, Keith Free, Guy Westphal, Harold Stevens and Owen
(Gabe) Elson. In back are Howard Clark, George Capon, Don Barcus, EV.
Minnear, Ivory Olinghouse, Carl Stallman, Charles Miser and William

Kalil. Today, the club has more than 100 members.

Local club
was created in 1939

BY JEFF JONES
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Today, with a few keyvstrokes or buttons, we can communi-
cate with people around the world
gine, however, that the cell towers and intemet are
With amateur radio, communication is still possible
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rs, call sign WOGOO. They have taken different

During the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Festival,
members of the Northeastern Indiana Amateur
Radio Association were on the air promoting activi-
ties such as historical events and for not-for-profits
using a special call sign, K9A, for the activity.
NIARA members were also able to communicate
with former festival attendees who are no longer
able to travel.

Amateur radio operators or “hams,” make connections with fellow hams
around the world during Field Day. The goal of Field Day s for operators
to contact as many stations as possible and to learn how to operate

radio gear in abnormal or less than ideal conditions.
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Amateur radio operators demonstrate their hobby for a group of Boy Scouts during a recent event.
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A Hobby For All Ages
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Amateur radio Is a diverse hobby that all ages can enjoy.
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Chalmers explained amateur
televiston and the ability 1o send
fxes over radio waves as examples
“ts all over the map,” he said

They also have what we call
Winlink,” Maag sad. “We can send
messages via Winlink. Basically, its
digital sendling a message from one
person to another. Its also hooked 1o
the intermet so it can pass on down
the line until it gets to the person

We can send email radsio 10
radio,” Chalmers said. “Thats
the simple version. If you have
a gateway, you can send it to the
gateway and then the gateway will
put it on the internet and then you
can send an ematl from a radio. | can
send one to you for exampke, and i
would get to your computer here in
the office. We have that capability
within the club.”

Communicate
anywhere, any time

The NIARA, which was
established Oct. 21, 1939, has more
than 100 members. “There's not
many organizasons in Aubum tha
are 85 years okd,” Chalmers sud
“Thats a good strong numbser.”

The NIARA owns 4 commun-
cation trler and repeater system,
both of which can be used at special
events, he added. The repeater
system enables hams to legally
communicate in their cars

Its illegal in the stae of Indiana
to be hokding a cell phone (in a car),
but its kegal m the state of Indiana to
be holding a microphone,” Chalmers
explaned U you're a bcensed

amateur radio operator, you can hold
& microphone and you Gan have i
conversation while you're dnving
around

“Alot of the amateurs in the anca
are equipped with mobile radios. It
goes 10 the repeater andd the repeater
rebroadcadts the signal owt,” he
added

“1 can be driving around and talk
with somebody down in Huntinglon,
up in Angola or wherever, with a
low-power transceiver n the car”

“Digitally, | can do the same thing
pretty much,” Maag said. “I can alk
around the world with it from my
Car.

Club activities

NIARA members participate in
several events throughout the year

Each year, during the founh
weekend in June, the Amencan
Radio Relay League — the national
assoctation for amateur radio in
the US., representing mone than
170,000 FCC-licensed wmateur
operators — conducts "ARRL Field
Day."

During this event, thousarxls of
radio amateurs gather with their
clubs, groups or friends to operate
from remote locanons. The event
serves as practice for emergencies,
or as & pienic, an informal contest,
and fun

The goal of Field Day 1s to contact
as many stations as possible and
to leamn how 10 operate radio gear
in abnormal and less than optimal
conditions

In July, the dub hosted “Aubum
Hamfest™ at the Aubum Cord
Ducsenberg Automobile Museum
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trade stories.

The event featured vendor spaces
and a alk-in~

During the Aubum Cord Duesen-
berg Fesuval, the club established
a station with the special call sign,
K9A, with which it promoted the
festival. Ham operators were able
to reach out 10 people who are no
longer able 10 attend. During the
weckend, operators made over 2,900
contacts, reaching all 50 states plus
Puento Rico and 45 countnes

Membership, training class

The club is in the midst of a
membership dnve. Eardier this
maoath, the club lsunched
tanning class for the hirst level of
license, called the wechnician class
Other ham licenses are general and
amateur extra

The technician 1s for an
entry-level amateur opermor and
are licensed through the Federal
Commumcations Commuission
Based on the lic ense, operators are
given frequency bands on which
they can operate. A Morse code
class 15 being organized to take
place in February

We welcome everybody”
Chalmers said. “We have
members that are non-hams tha
are members that are hoping to
become hams and we help them
get going.”

For more information, contact
Jeff Del.ucenay at license@yahoo
com. For more information about
the NIARA, visit wou org. The
club also has a Faccbook page at
httpsiiwww facebook com/WOOU
ORG
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Hamfest is an annual event put on by the Northeastern Indiana Amateur Radio
Association, Visitors visit the many vendor spaces looking for equipment and to
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boasts thousands of members around the globe.
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The Straight Key Century Club is the most active group of mechanical key Morse code radiotelegraph operators in the world. The group was established in 2006 and

A group of amateur radio operators participate in a training class.
There are three levels of licensing in amateur radio: technician,

general and amateur extra. The NIARA is currently in the midst of

a technician class.

ALBURN, INDEANA

An amateur radio operator stands outside the Northeastern Indiana Amateur Radio Assoclation's
communications trailer during one of many events the group hosts throughout the year.



